Vancouver’'s Monuments
To Nurses
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By Nina Rumen, RN, BScN
RNABC History of Nursing Group



Vancouver’s Nursing Monuments

Public monuments honoring nurses exist in variotiss;iincluding a famous statue of Florence
Nightingale in central London and a well-known morant to Jeanne Mance in the centre of Montreal.

A request for funds to restore a stai s evindonoring World War | Nursing Sisters in
Vancouver's Canadian Memorial Church® edea' unfehe B.C. His-tory of Nursing Group to start
a project, in mid-1991, to begin to idestify anccdment n‘ur’s,mg memorials in Vancouver.

By May 1992, she had identified and pho_tographgdtqiubiiq memorials to nurses — three
stained glass windows, three statues, a friezeadmubpital building. Her photo-graphs, originally
compiled into a booklet album by Glennis Zilm; slealithese eight memorials. Copies of the album
were presented to Nina Rumen'and to the Helen Raiiatary (at ths College of Registered Nurses of
B.C) i

In 1996, Nina Rumen was joined in the project bBEenda Flynn and the two continued to
identify and document other monuments. A postesigarof the monuments was made by Brenda Flynn
to show at the International Conference on Nursliggory held in Vancouver June 12-15, 1997. This
Conference was hosted jointly by the Canadian Aatioa for the History of Nursing (CAHN) and the
B.C. History of Nursing Group.

Another version of the album was prepared by Gedim at the request of Lt. Col. (Rt'd)
Harriet (“Hallie”) Sloan, Honorary Chair of the Nuing Sisters’ Association of Canada, for a project
involving the history of nursing sisters in Canadlais smaller version of the aloum merely showed the
monuments that were specifically dedicated to thesig Sister.



John Matheson Memorial Pavilion

(1946 Shaughnessy Hospital, now UBC Hospital, Shaagsy Site)

This building, which was renovated in 2008 andrsmne removed from the
building, originally honored Jean Matheson, MatréWrld War I's No. 5 General
Hospital (B.C.'s contribution to the war effort)Emgland, Egypt, and Salonika. Matheson
was the second matron of Shaughnessy Hospital, tt91937. The pavilion, built in
1946, originally was a 100-bed unit increasing narslof TB patients returning from

World War II.
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After World War I, Miss Matheson began
work at the Fairmont Military Hospital at 33rd and
Heather. In 1920, when the main Shaughnessy
hospital building opened, she moved there; since
senior staff lived in the hospital in those dayse s
had a small suite there and was available almbst al
the time and patients and staff had deep affedtion
her. She retired in 1937 and died in Winnipeg in
1938. Her body was brought back to Vancouver for
burial in Mountain View Cemetery near the graves of
"her boys" — the veterans who had died at
Shaughnessy.

The building, the exterior shell of which was
designated a city heritage building, was closeithén
1990s and renovations began in the early 2000s to
turn it into a Mental Health Pavilion for the B.C.
Children’s Hospital. Jean Matheson’s name was
removed from the building.

The building also housed an oil portrait of
Jean Matheson, which in 2008 was in storage.



Frieze Depicting Nursing Sister and Injured Soldier

Shaughnessy Hospital (now UBC Hospital, Shaughn8gsy

This two-panel marble sculpture,
by Beatrice Lennie, one of Canada's top
sculptors of the 1940s, was
commissioned for the original Main
Entrance of the 1940 Shaughnessy
Military Hospital building, erected by the
federal government. The inscription
reads: Canadian Medical Corp. The
cornerstone was laid by lan MacKenzie,
P.C., K.C., Minister Pensions and
National Health, 17 Oct. 1940.

Edith Beatrice Catharine Lennie
(1905 - 1987) studied at the Vancouver
School of Art under various great
Canadian artists and at the California
School of Fine Arts, San Francisco. As a
sculptor, she also executed significant
commissions for the Hotel Vancouver
lobby, the exterior of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in Vancouver,
the exterior of the Lipsett Indian Museum
in Hastings Park, Vancouver, and the
pylons of the Patullo Bridge in New
Westminster
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One of the two panels showed a nursing sister
assisting a wounded soldier; the other depictsgesmn
lifting a wounded soldier. The man who posed fer th
wounded soldier was apparently a Leagh Fraser; Misdf
visited the hospital site in November 1996 and #didon
Osbourne, Community Liaison Officer of Children'sdgital
that he had posed.

When the original 1940 building feel into disuse
and was demolished, the frieze was moved to the Jea
Matheson Pavilion [g.v.]. The frieze now is partloé
Mental Health Pavilion of the B.C. Children’s Haspion
the Shaughnessy site.

In 1999, the B.C. History of Nursing Group
established a note card showing the Nursing Sisteel to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Canadian
Nursing Sisters who accompanied troops to the South
African (Boer) War in 1899; the card was dedicatetuture
nurses who will face the challenges of the nextemdium.



Corner Statues Cathedral Plaes

Cathedral Place Office Tower, Georgia and Howee$dre

In 1929, the Vancouver Medical-Dental
building, an art deco-style skyscraper of the era
designed by McCarter Nairne and Partners, was built
on the corners of Georgia and Hornby Streets in
downtown Vancouver. At about thet8torey level,
the building was graced with 11-foot-high, terrétao
statues depicting a Nursing Sister of World War |,
one on each of the building’s three visible corners

Architects John Young McCarter (1886-
1981) and George Colvil Nairne (1884-1953) had
both served overseas during World War |. McCarter
was seriously wounded and credited the Nursing
Sisters with saving his life. They founded their
architectural firm in 1921, and when they obtained
the contract for the Medical Dental Building, they
decided to honor the Nursing Sisters. The sculpture
were designed by Joseph Francis Watson. A local
joke among the medical users of the building was
that the statues represented the Rhea Sisters 5 Gono
Dia, and Pyo.



Terra Cotta Statue Heafbs

Formerly Medical Dental Building, Burrard and Geear§treets

In 1989, the aging, but still striking, building sva

imploded to make way for a new 23-storey office éow
The Shaw Tower at Cathedral Place is a dramatiz pos
modern structure designed by Vancouver architeat Pa
Merrick. Cathedral Place was developed throughrd jo
venture with Sir Run Run Shaw of Hong Kong to izak
long-time dream of Charles Shon to redevelop ther@ao
Medical-Dental Building site creating an enduring
architectural landmark. A public campaign wasedi®
save the original statues for the new building. deer, as
these proved both extremely heavy and difficulietmove
from the original building, replicas had to be mad#en
the new tower opened in 1991, the replicas werenteal
at about the third-storey level, easily visiblenfrthe
streets.

Mario Tinucci of Ital-Decor arranged to make the
castings so that new fibre-glass figures could bdemHal-
Decor took one of the originals (the one least dgdaand
re-molded it to make it “whole,” then made fibre-glas
replicas for the building. The patched original neven
display at their premises on Hastings Street.



Nursing Sister Heagbo

Cathedral Place Office Tower, Georgia and Howee$dre

In 1992, the Vancouver Museum took the

least-damaged head from one of the broken statues
for safe-keeping; this was also patched and regbaire
and is held for display by the Museum. A fibre-glas
replica of the head also is on display in the lobby
Cathedral Place.

In June 2003, replicas of the same statues
were made to adorn the new Technology Enterprises
Facility (TEF) Il on the University of British
Columbia campus. This building was designed by
Chernoff Thompson Architects, who apparently liked
the statues. TEF is a commercial venture for the
University, and is associated with the University-
Industry Liaison Office (UILO) at the University of
British Columbia (UBC); this office is responsible
for licensing technology and assisting spin-off
companies in various aspects of formation and
financing. The UBC School of Nursing has a few of
its offices in this building as well.



Bronze Sculpture Emily Eliza Edwardes Mathews

Vancouver City Archives, 1050 Chestnut Street

This 21-inch bronze head of Nursing Sister
Emily Eliza Edwardes Mathews, by British Sculptor
Sydney March, honors her as co-founder, with her
husband, Major James S. Mathews, of the City
Archives of Vancouver.

Emily Eliza Edwardes was a 1902 graduate of
the Vancouver General Hospital. She served as a
nursing sister in England during World War | andswa
mentioned in dispatches for her services. She bad h
own business as a nurse therapist prior to her
marriage in 1920. Following her marriage, she
assisted and supported her husband in collecting,
cataloguing, and preserving Vancouver documents,
memorabilia, and artifacts of Vancouver — the stért o
the City’s Archival collection.

Although she is credited for her work in
supporting her husband in the development of the
Vancouver Archives, little is known about her.



Marble Sculpture, Student Nurggos)

University of B.C. Woodward Memorial Library

This marble, life-size statue of a student
nurse was made by well-known Vancouver
sculptor Herbert Apt. The story goes that this
statue was in front of St. Paul's Hospital but,
because of some re-building, the statue had to be
moved. The statue was to be given to the
University of B.C. School of Nursing, to be
erected in front of its proposed new building, but
this was not happening, so Dr. William Gibson
said that he would arrange for it to be kept in the
UBC Library until the School of Nursing could
find a home for it. This inform-ation came to light
during research for a book on the history of the
UBC School of Nursing for its 75th anniversary
(1994) and the statue was located. Further
information is being sought.



The Nurse Memorial Windoww:s

Canadian Memorial Church, ®#\venue and Burrard Street

This stained glass window, erected by the VancoUvetr
of the Canadian Nursing Sisters Association, hoNanrses who
served in World War 1). It is one of 15 windowstire Canadian
Memorial Church, was was erected as a "Memori&leace."

Designer of the window was Jack Ramsdon of the $riti
Society of Master Glass Painters.

In 1989, the window needed restoration and a nete
showing this picture was produced by the Nursirsje®s
Association, Vancouver Unit, to raise funds tosesthe window
and provide for its perpetual maintenance. By 188 of these
cards had also provided funds for a scholarshiuuth the
Canadian Nurses Association. In 1992, the B.C .atysbf
Nursing Group took over distribution of these camlpromote
nursing history.



Nurse Windowso

Christ Church Cathedral, Burrard and Georgia Street

Designed and funded by Major J. Mathews, Vanco@rr
Archivist, as a memorial to his wife, Emily Elizal&ardes Mathews,
this stained glass window is a tribute to the mggirofession in
Vancouver. Nursing in Vancouver dates back to 18#&n the first
lay nurse began providing care in her home.

The Canadian Nurses Association met in Vancouvéfs0
and attended the unveiling.

In 1996, the B.C. History of Nursing Group develd@enote
card based on this window as part of its ongoimgrmtion of
nursing history. The card also commemorated théoHif Nursing
International Conference, which held its meetingeJi2-15, 1997 in
Vancouver; an interdenominational evensong was inelde
Cathedral on June 14, 1997.



Florence Nightingale Windowsss

St. Mary’s Anglican Church, 2940 West!"3&venue

This stained glass window of Florence Nightingdlé20-1910) was dedicated

in 19896 by Canon Whinfield Robinson, an Anglicarct®e in memory of his wife
Doris (“Dorie”) Comley Robinson.

Doris Comley was born on June 21, 1907 in Ladysnoithyancouver Island,
and met her future husband while they were studbete. She graduated as a nurse
from the Ladysmith General Hospital in 1929; as thias a small school of nursing, she
also attended Vancouver General Hospital for pediahd obstetric affiliations. She
and Whinfield were married on June 8, 1931.

The window, made by G. Maile and Son, Canterbungl&hd, makes use of
other stained glass windows at St. Mary’s Church.

A photograph of the window was used for the fowdhd in a series produced in
2000 by the B.C. History of Nursing Group to recagmursing monuments in
Vancouver. Funds raised from this card supportohives Projects of the Group.

The photograph was taken by Edward Trody of Vancouve

The photograph has also been used, with crediet&hurch, the B.C. History
Group, and the photographer, by the Canadian Musd@vilization in its
presentation on Nursing (2004-2006). A Christmad &@aturing the window was also
reproduced by the School of Nursing, King’s Collgdaiversity of London in 2006.



Isabelle Maude Hill Memorial Fountaie 2006

Located at the Family Respite Centre Health and él@are Society of BC
(formerly Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) Meaouver, BC

Isabelle Maude Hill was born c. 1871, in Hillsbogby Ontario. She
graduated from the Hamilton General Hospital, Qatiar 1900. In 1901,
Isabelle went to the Victorian Order of Nurses (MQhdining school in
Montreal to learn to practice home nursing. SheecemmVVancouver in 1901
to become the first permanent VON nurse.

Isabelle Hill also played a pioneer role with #rdi-tuberculosis society
where she was the first nurse in B C to devotsedierfull time to this work.
She set up a free clinic, sponsored by Ro¢ary Club, where she did
case finding and follow up visits. Her nugsend organizational abilities
were recognized and she was sought as Matrorofomzinity hospitals in
Sumas, Washington (1909) and Port Alberni, B. C189

Isabelle Maude Hill died in St. Mary's Hospital Mew Westminster, B. C.
on February 19, 1936 at 65 years of age. She isbura New Westminster
cemetery, in a grave without a stone or kexar

The Isabelle Maude Hill Memorial Fountain wasveiled in June 2006
and stands as a lasting reminder of a nurise helped lead the way
for the VON and for the nursing professimonthis province.



Afterword

These monuments identified by Nina Rumen represent
nursing sisters honored by the public or by indigiduvho knew
and admired the nursing profess-ion. Ivan Sayersédr historical
curator, Vancouver Museum, identified the nurse@/ofld War |
as "icons" to be emulated; his research foundth®atliberated"
nursing sisters who served in 1914-1918 helpedgdh#me course
of history for women.

The B.C. History of Nursing Group plans to contirtae
identify other public "images of nursing." For infieation, please
check the B.C. History of Nursing Group’s Web site

< www.bcnursinghistory.ca >

Please do not copy from this booklet without pesiis
from Nina Rumen and Glennis Zilm (at 604-535-323&mail
gzilm@telus.net).

(Revised version 2008)
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